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Association of Librarians and Information Professionals in the Social Sciences 
Report of the Committee
For the Year Ended 31 March 2016
1. Objectives

The Association of Librarians and Information Professionals in the Social Sciences (“ALISS”) is an unincorporated not-for-profit professional association established in April 2005.
The purpose of ALISS is to provide a forum for information professionals (in the UK or overseas) involved or interested in social sciences information. It offers the opportunity to network and exchange information with other members.
Membership of the Group is open to any individual or corporate body on payment of a membership fee (£25 for individuals, £25 for students and £40 for organisations), and all duly registered members of the Group have the privilege of voting at Group meetings. 
In the event of a termination of its activities, any surplus funds would be distributed to existing members.  

2. Governance

ALISS is governed by a Constitution adopted at its launch in April 2005. ALISS is managed by a committee consisting of elected members, comprising up to three officers: Chair, Honorary Treasurer, Honorary Secretary, and up to six ordinary members of the committee, all of whom must be members of ALISS. Current office holders are: 

	Sally Patalong
	Chair 

	Joanna Tate
	Hon. Treasurer

	Heather Dawson
	Hon. Secretary


3. Membership & Attendance

	
	2015/16
	2014/15

	Membership
	
	

	Corporate membership
	96
	98

	Individual
	33
	31

	Student
	1
	1

	Total
	130
	130

	
	
	

	Attendance
	
	

	Attendance at AGM
	28
	29

	Attendance at Summer Conference
	28
	17

	Attendance at Christmas event
	29
	28

	Attendance at April half day conference
	28
	34

	Attendance at November Disability Forum Meeting
	28
	n/a

	Attendance at March Disability Forum Meeting
	29
	n/a

	Total
	170
	            108


4. Activities

The 2015 AGM was held on 1st July 2015. The theme was “What do 21st Century users expect from a library? How can we deliver it?
This comprised two presentations:
· Ian Cooke – Head of Contemporary British Publications, British Library discussed the recent survey of Social Science and Science, Technology and Medicine reading room users

 HYPERLINK "http://www.slideshare.net/alissinfo/july2015cooke" 
. 

This survey, conducted in January- February 2015, asked readers about their use of the Library on the day that they visited and more generally. The survey supports analysis of priorities and preferences as collections and reading rooms

· Maria Bell – Learning Support Services Manager and Andra Fry, Academic Support Librarian, LSE Library discussed the SADL project http://blogs.lse.ac.uk/lsesadl/ which is developing digital literacies in undergraduate students.
A summer event was held at Coventry University London on 12th August 2015. The theme was Crowdsourcing the Library and Archive. The presenters were:

· Digital scholarship at the British Library: crowdsourcing activities - Dr Aquiles Alencar Brayner and Stella Wisdom, British Library

· Creating digital collections through crowdsourcing - Dr Ylva Berglund Prytz, Senior Research Officer, RunCoCo team 
· What is crowdsourcing? -  Kathryn Eccles, Digital Humanities Champion, University of Oxford

· The sound of the crowd: what’s the score at the Bodleian? - David Tomkins, Bodleian Digital Library

· Incorporating student content at City University - Diane Bell, Research Librarian, City University. Describes the Read for Research initiative, and the development of the Employability guide.

The aim of the event was to attract a wider audience amongst museum and non-HE participants. This was achieved and links were created with this community which we hope to sustain in the future.
A Christmas half-day event was held in London on 16th December 2015. The theme was ‘Libraries and innovations in learning’. It included the following presentations:

· Propaganda and Ideology in Everyday Life - Ian Cooke, Head of Contemporary British Publications, British Library, on collaboration development and delivery of a MOOC on Propaganda.
· The (Treasure) Map to Induction using Pirates to make Library Introduction more Fun - Fiona Paterson and James Atkinson, City University London, on how members of the Information Literacy Group sought to make an introduction to library resources for Nursing students more fun by introducing a pirate theme and using Adobe Presenter to create a more interactive experience.

· Skills in Seconds - Debs Furness and Elizabeth Lawes, UCL, on the ‘Skills in Seconds’ series. A series of short films introducing print and online resources available from UCL Library Services to help users find materials, answer enquiries or explain what things are.
· Using Games and Quizzes in LibGuides to Engage Learners in Information Literacy - Rozz Evans, UCL Institute of Education Library.
Attendance at the AGM and Christmas event is free to members; the non-members fee is £20. Attendance at the Summer Conference 2015 cost £30 for members and £40 for non-members. The April half-day workshop cost £40 for members, £30 for non-members.

During 2015 ALISS decided to launch a new disability forum for information professionals to provide much needed support to practitioners.
The first meeting of the new forum took place on 26th November 2015, 2pm at the LSE Library. It was chaired by JoTaplin-Green who explained the aims of the group. These are set out in the proposal below which was developed by Jo and Heather Dawson, ALISS secretary:
Library Champions for Disability Access Is a new grassroots community of practice forum for all information professionals affiliated to ALISS. We aim to offer librarians and information professionals from all sectors an informal place to contact, meet and exchange ideas. Disability is defined broadly to include neurodiversity conditions, mental health issues, physical or intellectual impairment. We believe that library users should not be ‘disabled’ by technical, environmental or social conditions in libraries and urge all those who support this to join us to improve access for all. We aim to offer face to face meetings in the London and South East area 3 times per year and to circulate hosting of events wherever possible amongst members.  Meetings will have a focused topic with a brief presentation or demonstration followed by discussion by participants and an opportunity to share ideas and experience. Topics of interest include: physical access, assistive technology, library support mechanisms for disabled users, staff training and legal and copyright issues relating to the special needs of our users. While physical meetings will be limited to this area (to avoid overlap with other organisations) we are not restricting membership and aim to offer a broader mailing list and website of information available to all interested parties. 
Following strong support for the initiative a second meeting was hosted at City University in March 2016 with a further meeting planned for London in June 2016. A separate email distribution list was established and a monthly current awareness bibliography of new articles covering all aspects of disability support launched and distributed to members. Materials were also made available on a new dedicated website: http://librarychampionsfordisabilityaccess.blogspot.co.uk .
ALISS also has a very active programme of professional visits to libraries open to members free of charge and to non-members at £5. Visits in 2015/16 included St Pauls Cathedral Archives, CafCass, Museum of Rural Life, University of the Arts, Kubric Archive, Institute of Development Studies Library, Royal College of Midwives Library and archive, Royal Society Library and Archive, Institute of Directors, Museum of Domestic Design, Queens Square Library UCL (Neuroscience collection) and the Quaker Archives.
ALISS continues to publish its journal ALISS Quarterly which offers short topical articles on recent professional developments.  ALISS Quarterly is available in print (free to members) and online. The current online issues are password protected and available to members only. An archive from 2009- 2015 is freely available. Special Issues for 2015/16 included: Collecting the 2015 Election, Crowdsourcing the Library and Archive, Innovation in Libraries, and Using Technology to Enhance Learning.
5. Finances

Income

Corporate and personal membership fees and sale of ALISS Quarterly extra copies totalled £4,774 and so covered the cost of producing the journal (£2,763). The summer conference made a surplus of £804, an increase from £157 in 2015. 
Expenditure

Expenditure on the AGM totalled £279 comprising £75 in prizes for ALISS Quarterly best articles, and £204 for catering and room hire. Expenditure on other events consisted of £495 for catering, room hire and travel expenses. 

Office costs consisted of £420 for accountancy advice and assistance. 

Financial Position

Cash at bank at 31 March 2016 amounted to £13,795. 

6. Approval

This statement of account was approved by the AGM on 21 June 2016 and signed on its behalf by:

Joanna Tate
Honorary treasurer

20 June 2016

Association of Librarians and Information Professionals in the Social Sciences
Statement of Account 

For the Year Ended 31 March 2016
	
	
	2016
	2015

	Income
	Note
	£
	£

	
	
	
	

	Membership fees
	
	
	

	
Corporate 
	
	3,949
	4,173

	
Personal 
	
	815
	865

	
	
	
	

	
	
	4,764
	5,038

	Events, Conferences & Workshops
	
	
	

	
Summer Conference
	
	970
	735

	
Other events
	
	490
	1,090

	
	
	
	

	
	
	1,460
	1,825

	Other income
	
	
	

	
Sale of Extra Copies of Journal
	
	14
	14

	
Non-member attendance on tours
	
	35
	35

	
Non-member attendance at AGM
	
	20
	-

	
	
	
	

	

	
	69
	49

	
	
	
	

	Total Income



	
	6,293
	6,912

	
	
	
	

	Expenditure
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	Membership costs
	
	
	

	
Printing of ALISS Quarterly

	
	2,763
	2,395

	
AGM
	
	279
	315

	
	
	
	

	
	
	3,042
	2,710

	Events, Conferences & Workshops
	
	
	

	
Summer Conference


	
	166
	578

	
Other events


	
	329
	672

	
	
	
	

	
	
	 495
	1,250

	Other costs
	
	
	

	
Web site costs
	
	17
	15

	
Office costs
	
	420
	406

	
	
	
	

	
	
	 437
	 421

	
	
	
	

	Total Expenditure



	
	3,974
	4,381

	
	
	
	

	Surplus of Income over Expenditure
	
	2,319
	2,531

	
	
	
	

	Corporation tax
	1
	(43)
	(60)

	
	
	
	

	Surplus of Income over Expenditure after tax paid
	
	2,276
	2,471

	
	
	
	


Association of Librarians and Information Professionals in the Social Sciences

Reconciliation of funds

For the Year Ended 31 March 2016
	
	
	2016
	2015

	
	
	£
	£

	
	
	
	

	Cash at bank at 31 March



	
	13,795
	11,763

	
	
	
	

	Represented by:
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	Retained surplus at 1 April 
	
	11,763
	9,292

	Surplus/(deficit) for the year ended 31 March 
	
	2,276
	2,471

	
	
	
	

	Total 
	
	14,039
	11,763

	
	
	
	


There were no other material assets or liabilities other than those stated above. 
Association of Librarians and Information Professionals in the Social Sciences

Notes
For the Year Ended 31 March 2016
1. Corporation tax

Corporation tax is provided on the non-mutual trading elements of the income and expenditure account. 

	
	
	2016
	2015

	
	
	£
	£

	
	
	
	

	In respect of the year ended 31 March:
	
	
	

	
2014:
	
	-
	60

	
2015: 
	
	43
	-

	
	
	
	

	Total




	
	0
	60

	
	
	
	


Association of Librarians and Information Professionals in the Social Sciences
Independent Examiner’s Report

For the Year Ended 31 March 2016
I report on the accounts of the ALISS for the year ended 31 March 2016, set out on pages 4 to 6.  This report is made solely to the Office Holders of ALISS.

BASIS OF INDEPENDENT EXAMINER’S STATEMENT

An examination includes a review of the accounting records kept by the association and a comparison of the accounts presented with those records. It also includes consideration of any unusual items or disclosures in the accounts, and seeking explanations from the Office Holders concerning any such matters. The procedures undertaken do not provide all the evidence that would be required in an audit, and consequently I do not express an audit opinion on the accounts.

INDEPENDENT EXAMINER’S STATEMENT

In the course of my examination, no matter has come to my attention:

1. which gives me reasonable cause to believe that, in any material respect:
· proper accounting records have not been kept; and

· accounts have been prepared which do not agree with the accounting records; or

2. to which, in my opinion, attention should be drawn in order to enable proper understanding of the accounts to be reached.

John Helm ACA
17 Heathville Road

London N19 3AL

20 June 2016
